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This is a publication of Research Center for International Maritime Law and Practice-an 
Islamabad-based research center.  All  rights reserved it is informed that no part of this 
publication can be reproduced or transmitted in any other form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or information storage and retrieval system, 
without prior permission of the publisher. Research Center for International Maritime Law and 
Practice envisions itself as a leading platform for maritime stakeholders in generating quality 
legal policy inputs through informed legal research and practices. The center is nationally and 
internationally acclaimed and recognized in terms of promoting and strengthening Blue 
Maritime Legal skeleton and aims to provide the services in terms of formulating, understanding, 
and analyzing the set of maritime rules and laws abided by the international community at the 
international global level. The center works by way of comprehensive research-oriented 
dialogues, and international legal practices in the international courts on matters of maritime 
oriented global and regional issues affecting  peace, security,  economy,  and    development of 
Pakistan from the  lens  of  International  and Maritime Laws. The research center was awarded 
recently by GCC, through Ministry of Transport Qatar in the year 2022 in recognition of services 
related to devising framework to promote Trade and Maritime domain development.  
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        The Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC), is a facility recently made to serve as a "single 

window" for investors, which encourages collaboration amongst ministries, and expedite projects of 

development to cater the economic turmoil, appreciating the development of Pakistan for purpose of 

economic recovery of the country. SIFC was authorized and made by the Government of Pakistan on 

June 20, 2023 with the members including the Federal Ministers, Provincial Governors, and the Chief of 

the Army Staff Pakistan, while the Hon’ble Prime Minister serves as its chair. The government created 

Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) to streamline extensive business procedures using a 

whole-of-government loom that is cooperative and mutual, with representation from all stakeholders. 

Through both local and foreign investments, Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) seeks to 

utilize Pakistan's dormant potential in vital industries including energy, mining, agriculture, and 

information technology. The necessity for economic revival, especially in the face of regulatory 

difficulties and bureaucratic hurdles that discourage foreign direct investment (FDI), led to the 

establishment of the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC). The SIFC aspires to open up 

investment opportunities for both national and international stakeholders in industries ranging from 

agriculture to information technology by offering a platform to expedite collaboration with Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) states. There are several ministries including the Ministry of Finance, 

Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Energy (Power and Petroleum), Ministry of Water Resources, 

Ministry of National Food Security and Research, and lastly the Ministry of Information and 

Telecommunication, but unfortunately Ministry of Maritime Affairs Pakistan hasn’t been included in the 

list which is the largest source of Foreign Direct Investment coming to Pakistan via tapping huge 

potentials of Blue Economy.  

           It would not be wrong to say that the Blue Economy is the backbone of projects like Special Investment 

Facilitation Council (SIFC) and is the best way to bring maximum Foreign Investments from the 

international communities and partnering states in developing trade from oceans. Incorporating Blue 

Economy as a central focus of Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) Pakistan will ensure that 

our strategies for investment facilitation and infrastructure development along the coasts and in the 

oceians are founded on sustainable principles. By making the blue economy integrated into Special 

Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC), we can generate greater socio-economic impact and advance our 

nation's prosperity through oceans and seas while protecting our invaluable blue natural heritage by 

engaging with our international partners particularly the GCC. Integrating the principles of Blue 

Economy through SPC (Special Purpose Company ) registered under Security and Exchange 

Commission of Pakistan, into the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) Pakistan’s framework 

will allow us to embrace a holistic and responsible approach towards blue economic development 

elevating economic indicators of Pakistan with maximum thrust.  

 Undoubtedly the globe is transitioning towards promoting trade and diplomacy utilizing oceans of the  
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 world and hence a maritime order as response changes devising strategy patterns for development in the 

global environment and with the desire to achieve higher economic and geopolitical objectives tapping 

potentials of Blue Economy is a must. The Blue Economy through Ministry of Maritime Affairs Pakistan 

in Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) will serve as the pivotal point of changing the 

economic discourse of Pakistan. If we do not give window for the Blue Economic prospects through 

Ministry of Maritime Affairs in Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC), we had have enough 

experience in which Pakistan's past governments overlooked and neglected the immense potential of the 

ocean economy and failed to use and fully explore the country's marine resources and the consequences 

of such actions are evident in front of all in shape of declining economic conditions. In the last five 

centuries of capitalist development, European colonial expansion was only made possible with the sea 

and ships. Sea in this way became a route of communication and strength rather than isolation and 

weakness. It is no doubt that maritime is not only an industry but a great weapon by which the European 

powers in the beginning of twentieth century took control of almost all of Asia and Africa. The boom in 

the economic sectors of countries like Germany, France and the United States of America can be 

attributed to the development of the maritime industry. On the other hand, countries like India, Malaysia, 

Singapore, and Bangladesh have experienced a sudden growth in economy from this sector. The fact that 

the seas will control the future cannot be contested, the maritime sector is more than just one enterprise; 

it forms the backbone of a whole parallel economy and initiatives like Special Investment Facilitation 

Council (SIFC). However, under Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) it is now possible to 

realize the ideal use Pakistan's blue economy potential to promote sustainable economic growth. The blue 

economy emphasizes the necessity for ethical and environmentally beneficial behavior while 

acknowledging the value of the seas and their resources in advancing economic growth for which Special 

Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) seems viable opportunity.  

           According to estimates, 80 percent of all global trade is handled by sea, making international 

shipping and ports critical for connecting global supply chains and enabling all nations to access 

international markets (UNCTAD 2016). 

           The term "Special Investment Facilitation," which refers to investments in special investment projects or 

programs, refer to a key component without which it would remain incomplete and that is obviously the 

Blue Economy. The overall size of Pakistan's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and allowed expansion 

of the continental shelf is 290,000 square kilometers. Pakistan's length of coastline along the Arabian Sea 

presents a large opportunity for leveraging the blue economy to support sustainable economic growth 

through developing coastal tourism. Similarly considering Aquaculture and Fisheries the coastal regions 

of Pakistan are abundant in marine resources, including many different fish species. A considerable 

source of revenue and employment may be generated through the development of 
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 sustainable fishing and aquaculture methods. Investments in infrastructure, cold storage facilities, and 

new fishing methods can lower post-harvest losses and boost the seafood industry's worth. Exporting top-

notch seafood goods would definitely bring in huge foreign exchange earnings. Fishing and Aqua culture 

potential stands at $2 billion in Pakistan. Due to negligence and long-term oversight, the miser 

contribution of this rich sector to our GDP stands at 1%. It employs around 500000 people every year  

 and supports approx 1 million people in sub-industries. It is the source of Foreign Exchange through 

exports which can be increased to many folds by international cooperation. Likewise developing and 

marketing maritime tourism by making investments in coastal infrastructure including marinas, hotels, 

and water sports would highly promote tourism, bring in high investments, and increase awareness of 

marine conservation. This start up under Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) can be taken by 

launching targeted marketing campaigns to raise awareness initially about the coastal attractions and 

prospects including sites of  islands, turtle beaches, Khor Kalmat, the princess of hope, the Balochistan 

sphinx, Hingol National Park and etc. 

           By utilizing window of Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) the blue economy can immediately 

place a strong emphasis on sustainability and prudent resource management, which is consistent with the 

objectives of several investment efforts aimed at long-term growth even of World Bank. Incorporating 

Blue Economy as a central focus of Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) Pakistan will ensure 

that our strategies for the investment facilitation and infrastructure development are founded on 

sustainable principles of development goals. 

           Investments in the maritime industry through Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) can 

stimulate new technology development, research, and innovation that will be advantageous to many 

onshore and offshore businesses. Coastal communities and regions may be revitalized by strategically 

focusing on special investment facilitation in the blue economy ambit of coastal belt development. 

Pakistan through SIFC under Blue Economy ambit can contribute easily more than $100 billion to the 

economy of country, but it should also be kept in mind due to unavailability of initiative like Special 

Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) country is only making 450 million dollars from fish export.  

            There is tremendous room for economic expansion in Pakistan's economy through maritime industry and 

it is only possible if Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Blue Economy are given representation and 

windows in SIFC through SPC, where relevant technical experts can work together towards this novel 

cause. The nations and international state institutions will make investments in infrastructure 

development, port modernization, logistics enhancement, security measures, and the promotion of 

sustainable practices in the maritime industry in order to fully exploit this untapped potential of Pakistan. 

For the purpose of promoting global collaboration on trade and developing regional connectivity SIFC 

through maritime industry can play vital role. 

           Through blue economy window Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) will contribute  
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 significantly to special facilitating investment programs, guaranteeing the ethical and sustainable use of 

ocean resources while fostering economic growth. As well as utilizing Pakistan's coastal resources for 

economic growth, the inclusion of the blue economy in investment facilitation will help with economic 

diversification, job creation, and sustainable development. Hence, it is essential for the Government to 

take into account the unique requirements and inclusion of the blue economy sector in Special Investment 

Facilitation Council (SIFC) through Special Purpose Company (SPC) with proper involvement of 

Ministry of Maritime Affairs Pakistan and other technical maritime experts. 
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